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Keynote Lecture Series 

Sunday evening, Monday – Wednesday mornings 

A trained imagination is an effective tool for doing inner work when a person wishes to initiate a 

healing process. To train the inner eye there are several exercises that are very useful. The exercises 

will be a sequence starting with the daily review as a door into dream consciousness. A second 

exercise will build on the first and address the ABC / CBA technique that leads to an exercise for 

establishing a healing sense of gratitude. The gratitude exercise is the corn hero. A third lecture will 

address a very useful practice known as the dinner party imagination. This is an approach for working 

with the dead and exploring inherited patterns of belief. A final lecture will reference the ideas 

presented in the first three lectures and address the topic of symbolic thinking and prayer as a potent 

social force. 

Dennis Klocek  is founder of  the Coros Institute for the promotion of dialogue between 
individuals in the sciences, the arts and business with a common commitment to 
spiritual values arising from the contemplative life; Director of the Consciousness 
Studies Program at Rudolf Steiner College in California; international lecturer; author 
of many books including, The Seer’s Handbook;  Seeking Spirit Vision; Drawing from the 
Book of Nature; and Weather and Cosmos; and  known as Doc Weather to those who 
visit his website Docweather.com for weather predictions and articles on 
climatology. Two new books will be coming out within a year or so - one is an 
annotated version of the Alchemical Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz and the other is 
called ‘Climate: the Soul of the Earth’.  
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AWSNA Northwest Pedagogical Conference Feb. 14-17, 2010 

Hosted by Whidbey Island Waldorf School 

Spirit in Matter 3: Imagination as a Tool for Healing 
with Dennis Klocek 

Schedule of Events 

     
     

 
Sunday 2/14 Monday 2/15 Tuesday 2/16 Wednesday 2/17 

8:30 - 9:00 

 

Singing & 
Announcements  

Thomas Berry Hall   

Singing & 
Announcements 

Thomas Berry Hall 

Singing & 
Announcements 

Thomas Berry Hall 

9:00 - 10:30 

 

Lecture 2                      
Thomas Berry Hall 

Lecture 3                      
Thomas Berry Hall 

Lecture 4                      
Thomas Berry Hall 

10:30 - 
11:00 

 

Coffee Break                         
Whidbey Institute 

Coffee Break                         
Whidbey Institute 

Coffee Break                         
Whidbey Institute 

11:00 - 
12:30 

 

Workshop 1 Session 
1 - WIWS (one 

workshop at Thomas 
Berry Hall) 

Workshop 1 Session 
2 - WIWS (one 

workshop at Thomas 
Berry Hall) 

Plenary/Conference 
Highlights          

Thomas Berry Hall 

12:30 - 2:00 

 

Lunch                
Whidbey Institute 

Lunch                      
Whidbey Institute 

DANA meeting             
WIWS 

2:00 - 3:30 

Northwest AWSNA 
Regional Delegates 

Meeting                
WIWS 

Workshop 2 Session 
1   WIWS 

Workshop 2 Session 
2   WIWS 

  

3:30 - 4:00 
Tea Break                    

WIWS 
Tea Break                   

WIWS 
  

4:00 - 5:00 
Interest Groups              

WIWS 
Interest Groups            

WIWS 
  

4:30 - 7:00 

Conference 
Registration Whidbey 

Institute 

  

  

5:00 - 6:00 
Welcome Dinner             

Soup/Bread 

Regional Meeting & 
Dinner for NW 

AWSNA Meeting 
Attendees        1 

rep/school          
Whidbey Institute 

 
  

7:00 - 8:30 

Greetings & Opening 
Lecture                    

Thomas Berry Hall 

7:30 onwards  
Performances/      
Entertainment         

Thomas Berry Hall 

7:00 Saratoga 
Chamber Orchestra                  

Langley 
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Spirit in Matter 3: Imagination as a Tool for Healing 

Workshop Sessions 

 

Workshop 1 

Monday/Tuesday  mornings: 11:00 am – 12:30 

AM1 Esoteric Initiation and Symbolic Thinking Dennis Klocek 

AM2 Behind the Stories We Tell Mark McGivern 

AM3 
Lawful Curves in Space: Exact Imagination Meets the 
Treasure Hunt 

Timothy Morrissey 

AM4 Supporting and Deepening Doll Play Victoria Payseno 

AM5 Meeting the Other- Teaching Without Cultural Bias Margo Running 

 

 
 

Workshop 2 

Monday/Tuesday afternoons: 2:00pm – 3:30pm 

PM1 Inviting the Muse - Pedagogical Storytelling Abegael Fisher-Lang  

PM2 
Dream Consciousness through the Dreamstar and 
the Mandala 

Lori Austein 

PM3 
Now We're Chalking: An Exploration into Chalkboard 
Drawings 

Mollianne Reynolds 

PM4 Healing Movement for the Early Years Ruth Ker 

PM5 Painting as an Aid to Self Knowledge and Health? Tommi Morgan 
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Morning Singing with Robyn Jones 
 

Beginning our mornings by singing together, we can coalesce, gently begin to listen to each other, and find our 
own voices.  Conference participants can leave having learned a few songs, and we all get to experience that 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƘƻǊŀƭ  ΨƎƭƻǿΩ.   
 
Robyn Jones has led singing at the Sound Circle Summer Conferences for the past 5 or 6 years and taught at the 
Whidbey Island Waldorf School from 1996 - 2003 as both a class teacher and a movement teacher.  Currently she 
teaches Singing, Open Space Group Work, and introductory courses in Anthroposophy for Sound Circle Center for 
Arts and Anthroposophy.  She also has a private practice in massage and craniosacral therapy. 
 

 
 

Workshops 1:  Monday morning Session1 and Tuesday morning Session2:  11:00 am – 12:30pm 
 
 

AM1.  Esoteric Initiation and Symbolic Thinking                                                                Dennis Klocek 
This workshop of three sessions will introduce techniques for imaginative working with symbols for the purpose 
of self development. The first session will introduce the concepts of sal, sulf and mercury in human 
consciousness using the symbols for those processes as meditative subjects. The second and third sessions will 
focus on a well known image of the alchemical mountain that is a metaphor for the esoteric path of initiation. 
Work will be done individually and in small groups to penetrate these symbols and develop conversations 
around the stages of initiation required for the development of living picture imagination. 

Dennis Klocek is a “Renaissance man” - an artist, scientist, teacher, researcher, gardener, and alchemist and has 
been the director of their Consciousness Studies Program (“Goethean Studies”) at Rudolf Steiner College since 
1992. Recently he has been working on two new books which are soon to be published - an annotated version of 
the Alchemical Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz and the other is called ‘Climate: the Soul of the Earth’ 

AM2.  Behind the Stories We Tell        Mark McGivern 
Monday Session 1 - Mythological Stories and the Evolution of Consciousness. In this workshop participants will 
be presented with an extensive survey of mythology as images of the evolving consciousness of humanity.  
Teachers who wish to form a deeper connection to the meaning of the mythological stories told in the Waldorf 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ άƳŀǇέ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳȅǘƘǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 
changing consciousness. Being familiar with this correspondence enables the teacher to find new inspiration and 
imagination for their storytelling. Participants will explore the question of why the tales have a healing quality 
for both children and adults. 
  
Tuesday Session 2  - ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜƛƴŜǊΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ tŀǘƘ. In this workshop participants will be 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ƛƴ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ ŜǇƛŎ ǎŀƎŀ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
story is an image of evil in modern times and how to overcome it. Concepts from Anthroposophy are the keys to 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻƭƪƛŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƛǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǎƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ   
 
 Mark McGivern received his Waldorf training at the Rudolf Steiner Centre in Toronto and taught middle school 
grades as a class teacher for 6 years in Nelson BC. He currently teaches at the high school level and is writing on 
the nature of symbolism in Tolkien’s writings. He has taught History in the Sound Circle Summer Intensives for 
Middle School teachers. 
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AM3.  Lawful Curves in Space: Exact Imagination meets the Treasure Hunt   Tim Morrissey 
We will explore the topic of loci, which are paths through two or three dimensional space which meet a given 
set of rules or conditions. Working with these paths offers a great opportunity to develop your capacity for exact 
imagination. Movement, spatial reasoning, intuition, and teamwork will all come into play as well, as we meet 
and explore these loci in the guise of clues to the location of buried treasures. The workshop will combine the 
experience of the curves in space and movement with careful and beautiful geometric drawings of the curves on 
paper. The core material for this workshop comes out of our 8th grade curriculum, but feeds imaginations of all 
ages. 
 
Tim Morrissey is currently the 8th grade teacher at the Olympia Waldorf School. He studied engineering at 
Stanford and MIT and was an "internet mechanic" back when the internet was the equivalent of a '65 VW bug. In 
search of more concrete reality, he found his way to farming, and later to teaching. He completed his Waldorf 
Teacher Training at Sound Circle Center and simultaneously took on his class. Along the way he discovered the 
joy of parenting his three boys, who are now 10, 13, and 15 years old. 
 
 
AM4.  Supporting and Deepening Doll Play for Early Childhood and the Lower Grades  Victoria Payseno 
Making an image of the human being is a universal, ancient and instinctive creative act that crosses all times and 
cultures. The image of the human being was once a sacred creation that was a powerful conveyor of the 
spirituality, stories and culture. Today the commodification and gendering of play has turned the doll into a 
caricature and has alienated many healthy children and adults from this primal media of self-expression.  We 
will explore different types of dolls, ways to support and model healthy play and the unique pedagogical value 
of the doll for the individual child and the classroom community.  We will make a simple doll that can be made 
for or with the young child. 
 
Victoria Payseno has eight years experience as a Waldorf Grades and Kindergarten Teacher at Olympia Waldorf 
School and Three Cedars Waldorf respectively.  She completed her Master’s thesis on the pedagogical role of the 
doll in childhood and sensitive and effective uses of dolls in the classroom. Most recently she has been working at 
Trinity Episcopal Church as a Christian Education Director and Sunday School Teacher and studying children’s 
spirituality. She is called to work that serves the cause of nurturing and protecting childhood through storytelling 
arts, healthy play in nature and with natural playthings.   

 
 
AM5.  Meeting the Other, How do we teach without cultural bias?    Margo Running 
From experiences of a mixed-cultural marriage, working with Chinese colleagues, having new immigrant 
children in my classes and teaching Native adult students we will explore ways to meet each one with our 
curriculum yet in freedom. On the second day we will deepen the work with experiential exercises. 

Margo Running is originally from San Francisco and was raised in the 50's with homemade clothes and a garden to 
play in. She worked as a professional baker and a successful massage therapist before becoming a kindergarten 
teacher, which opened the door to caring for young children and creating a Waldorf childcare program. She is 
currently an ECE instructor at the Native Education College in Vancouver, a sought after speaker for local 
mainstream ECE conferences and workshops, as well as the Director of LifeWays Childcare, the first and only 
Anthroposophical based childcare program in Vancouver. 
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Workshops 2: Monday afternoon Session1 & Tuesday afternoon Session2:  2:00 am – 3:30pm 
 

PM1.  Inviting the Muse -  Pedagogical Story Telling      Abegael Fisher-Lang 
What are the challenges and joys of being a Waldorf teacher, in light of our commitment to the inner work of a 
storyteller? Through a series of creative exercises using physical, etheric and astral imaginations, participants 
will learn to prepare a story by experiencing the narrative rather than memorizing the text.  We will explore the 
art and play of storytelling in the grades, related language experiences, telling to different temperaments, and 
creating a storytelling community, as time allows.  Participants are invited to bring text to work with - perhaps 
next week's Main Lesson story? 
  
Abegael Fisher-Lang, from Nova Scotia, Canada, is a class teacher with the Vancouver Waldorf School, as well as 
a professional storyteller.  She has taught pedagogical storytelling with the West Coast Institute for Studies in 
Anthroposophy and the Imaginative Education Research Group at Simon Fraser University, and been artistic 
director for Vancouver International Storytelling Festivals and World Storytelling Day. Her trilogy The Divine 
Feminine, based on the Demeter and Persephone myth, has been presented to Anthroposophical communities in 
New York and Vancouver; she co-presented the Finnish Kalevala for the Canadian Anthroposophical Conference 
in the Yukon last August: www.encirclinglightexpectantsilence.com     www.mythopoetica.ca 
 
PM2.   Dream Consciousness through the Dreamstar and the Mandala    Lori Austein 
In the Dream Council, dreams are spoken one at a time out of the silence. The participants then spontaneously 
weave common themes and insights. The Dream Council is good for community building, discovering 
interpersonal connections, shared songlines, or the shadow and vision of the group.  When we create individual 
mandalas in circle, we are faced with one instruction: "donΩt think, just draw."  Through the mandala we access 
the unconscious self and find the places of healing and wholeness within. When we share this with each other, 
we discover the insight of the circle.  Come spend some healing and thought-provoking time in the imaginal 
space of the Dreamstar and Mandala. 
 
Lori Austein is an educator, lawyer, mediator, and a trainer and facilitator of the council process. Lori has 
facilitated councils in middle school classes in Los Angeles and at Sunrise Waldorf School. She serves as the 
Business Administrator of Sunrise Waldorf and offers council trainings through O.U.R. Ecovillage, Royal Roads 
University and wherever she is called to go.  

PM3.  Now We’re Chalking – an Exploration into Chalkboard Drawing    Mollianne Reynolds 
This workshop is about basic techniques of colour, form and perspective to bring a scene alive for our students.  
We will take a brief look into colour and how to use colour to establish a mood and work on developing some 
simple techniques and tricks to drawing realistic animals, trees and other forms from nature as well as a quick 
discussion on the basics of perspective.  One technique to create a chalkboard scene begins not with any form 
whatsoever, but instead works to establish the mood of the picture through colour first. Out of this background, 
one can begin to imagine how the scene will develop slowly. This exercise is quite different from the practice of 
starting with the important forms in the picture and filling in the details, which is the way many chalkboard 
drawings are done. Although this exercise also may be more time consuming than is always practical for a 
teacher, it is a very beneficial practice for enhancing our art work overall. 
 
Mollianne Reynolds is the Grade 3-4 class teacher at the Whistler Waldorf School in Whistler, BC and teaches 
Handwork across the grades and art in the middle school.  A graduate of the Toronto Waldorf School, she began 
the Waldorf teacher training originally interested in teaching German but soon widened her focus to include 
class teaching and threw in the subject of handwork for good measure. When not at the school, she spends a fair 
chunk of time creating or thinking about art in many forms: knitting, crochet, painting, felting, chalkboard 
menus, drawing, sewing...  

http://www.encirclinglightexpectantsilence.com/
http://www.mythopoetica.ca/
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PM4.  Healing Movement for the Early Years       Ruth Ker  
Movement strategies that connect to the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ  ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ 
Working with transition games, traditional games, movement circles and obstacle courses will be the focus of 
these workshops.   Bring along your child self and be prepared for activity.  
 
Ruth Ker is a founding teacher at Sunrise Waldorf School and has over 30 years experience in the early childhood 
classroom.  As a WECAN Board member she participates in research on the older child in the kindergarten both  
on this continent and internationally and is the editor and a contributor of the new WECAN publication, ‘You’re 
Not the Boss of Me.’  Ruth is also a faculty member of the West Coast Institute and presenter/mentor for other 
training institutes. 
 

PM5.  Inner Wisdom & Healing Illuminated Through Painting      Tommi Morgan 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ 
through color and gesture and your own meditative/reflective insights.  Over the two days you will be guided in 
a meditative, reflective, artistic process through which you will access your own inner imagery and imaginations 
that will enhance your self- knowledge and health/healing process. Through artistic expression, reflection, 
questions and journaling of inner dialogue, each participant calls on his or her own higher wisdom, making each 
experience unique.  Painting materials will be supplied; please bring your own journal and writing implements, 
and if you have - watercolour crayons.   
 
A northwest native, Tommi  Morgan earned her BA in English, MA in Education and teaching certificate from the 
University of Washington and Waldorf teacher training at Rudolf Steiner College.  She taught in public 
elementary schools and private school initiatives, including her own “Small Wonders” preschool.  Tommi worked 
as a class teacher and fine arts teacher at the Whidbey Island Waldorf School for 12 years, graduating her last 
class in 2007.  She has recently initiated “World View” a global education program for youth.  At home on 
Whidbey Island, she continues working artistically, exploring the work of Barbara Ganim and other art 
therapists.  She offers support and inspiration wherever she is able, including “art IS therapy” sessions and 
integrated creative writing and art classes.     

 


